














Crap, I fell asleep in
class again...
Ms.Durkin is

gonna be furious




- ‘ Really? Do you feel
I should (A £ like you learned
say f anything from it?

something...

I'm sorry Ms. Durkin.
I was up late last night
reading a really interesting
book on the intricacies o
human emotion.

Like what?

Well.... I do feel like
I've learned a lot about
anger.

That's why it's considered a
"secondary emotion”,
because its a defensive
response to a more
uncomfortable primary
emotion. This means, any
time we act out in anger,
we're really just trying to
subvert our own pain by
inflicting it upon someone
else.

Like... that it isn't really an
organic emotion. If you
think about it, people
don't get angry for no
reason, the sensation of
anger is usually a
response to a more
vulnerable feeling, like




[ guess saying it out
loud makes me realize
the main thing I learned

was that [ actually havea
lot more tolearn... which
means I cant afford to be
falling asleep in class like
this.. haha...

You should keep
«_ | reading that
— N\ book Alex.
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Yeah, I just
don't like

violence.

You alright?

sense of
empathy like
yours, I

wouldn't like
it either.

I keep telling
you, it's not empathy. I

can see the things people
feel in positives and

negatives, but I can't feel
their experiences

myself...

You know all the
specifics go over my
head, so I'll call it
empathy cuz that's
what it looks like to
me




Anyway, if you
hate violence so
much, maybe
you'd have an
opinion on some
verbal violence
I've been
catching in the
wind.

He talks like that
What do you bk

mean? somehow I go over
HIS head...

Haven't you
heard the
rumors about
Peter and
Chloe?

You mean the duo in your
grade that were
inseparable as friends for
years that just started
going out? Why would [
have tabs on something
like that?

Then I guess
you haven't
heard they
split the

that m

Evenifl had,I
wouldn't know what

meant...

ade up saying

It means they're not talking anymore.
She seems to be going on with business as
usual, but He seems to have all but shut down.
They don't really talk about it themselves, but
word on the hallway is that Chloe privately came
out as gay and ended things, but when one of her
friends let that info leak, some guys in the grade
started telling everyone he made her "change
teams”, to quote them directly.

Well thats just beyond asinine. I

mean, don't we teach a human
sexuality class here?




Obviously it's justa spun
narrative, but that deesn’t
mean it isn't doing real damage.
The guy probably already feels
as bad as you can expect a
heartbroken teenager to be, but
now he can’t even mourn his
relationship in peace. It doesn't
take special eyes to see that it's a
bad situation for “balancing the
energies’ or whatever you're
always talking about. So
Ifigured it fit your criteria
for interferance.

That does sound pre
sad... but I can't really
say it sounds unusual,
the pain of heartbreak
isa part of the energy
cycle of love. These
things just have to

run their course.

You should still have a look for yourself.
I’ve known those two for a long time,

and I don’t see this just running its course.
I can handle the rumors on my end, but
think those are just the surface of what's
happening.

Alright, Tl look into it, but T
can't

promise to do more than take a
look, Adrian!

7 I should probably also have a

{ look at the guy who stopped
e that fight if I see him around

) again...

As long as you're
ollowing your
truth little brother!

I really can't tell if
he’s smart, dumb, or
just weird. That must
be his ‘superpower’. |

[t's strange, for a second
there, I could've sworn that
guy had no soul.
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